
MESSAGE FROM YOUR PRESIDENT 

Greetings fellow Knights, 

Summer is moving along quickly 
and many of our chapter members 
have been taking the usual sum-
mer trips visiting family and tour-
ing the globe. Geri and I are plan-
ning to head out this month for a 
five week tour. The highlight of 
this tour will be celebrating my 
daughters birthday with her.  
Hopefully when I return back to 
Florida the weather will be more 
favorable for riding.  

With September in our sights the 
Annual Manasota 9/11 ride will 
kick off the next riding season for 
us. This year will defiantly be dif-
ferent for all of us. Look for good 
things to come from this ride with 
scholarships for local kids looking 
to enter public service and much 
more.  

I will be looking for some ideas for 
the upcoming riding season 
please let me know what you 
would like to do and where you 
want to go! If you have a favorite 
ride route or restaurant step up 
and we will set it up. We need 
some long rides this season any 
and all ideas appreciated. As al-
ways we are looking for members 
who are willing to lead rides to 
bike nights and destinations. Step 
up and help out you might just like 
it.  

BREAKFAST, LUNCH AND DINNERS WILL TAKE 
PLACE RAIN OR SHINE  RIDES ARE SUBJECT TO  

MOTHER NATURE ’S APPROVAL  

  

Tuesday 9/3 
 5:30PM  Dinner at the Hot Sands Tiki Bar 

600 N Beneva road   
 

7:00PM  Monthly Chapter Meeting 
2

nd
 floor Sahib Shrine, 600 N Beneva Road   

 

Friday 9/6  
11:30 AM Lunch at Gecko’s Grill & Pub  

6606 nS Tamiami Trail SRQ 34231 
 

 
 

 

4:00 PM Set up at Adrenaline 
Harley Davidson 

5:30 PM safety briefing  

KSU 6:00 PM Ride too Hot 
Sands Tiki Bar.  

Please come out and support 
this ride to remember.  

23 years ago we all said we 
would never forget lets make 
sure they remember.  

 

Thursday 9/15 
9:00 AM Breakfast at Bob Evans  

5903 Brookhill Blvd SRQ 34232 ( Ride after )  
 

Thursday 9/21 
11:00 Lunch Ride to the Twisted fork.  

2208 El Jobean Rd. Port Charlotte 33948  

Ride with Pride 

Patrick Gibbons 
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 Chapter Executive Board 

President ….. Patrick Gibbons 

Vice President …… James Thomas 

Treasurer …………. John Emrick 

Secretary …….Domenic Ceccanecchio 

Sergeant at Arms  ….  James Ryan   

 

Board of Directors 

Sid Jones / Past President 

Tracy Dunn 

Christopher Scardino 

 

Operations 

James Kirkpatrick / Chaplain 

Domenic Ceccanecchio / Webmaster 

Brian MacConnell / Quartermaster 

Vacant / Safety Officer 

Domenic Ceccanecchio / Newsletter 
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pjgibby1969@comcast.net

alexandjay1988@gmail.com 

dcc444@comcast.net

 In the Chapter Market                   
 

Woodworking made to order. Tell me what you want, size, and 
specific wood (if requested) and I will make it.  
Very reasonable prices.  
 
Jim Ryan - 941-313-1363     jryanretired@aol.com  BK Florida 
XVIII 
 

            
 
FOR SALE (Free for FLXVIII Chapter Members):  SunHeater Solar 
Pool Heating System. Two 2’x10’ solar panels, diverter valve, in-
structions and complete mounting kit to mount panels on roof, 
ground or fence. Works on either above ground or inground 
pools. 2 years old. Sells for $400+ new for just the panels, asking 
$150 or B/O for everything. Call Don 585-739-3465. Leave mes-
sage for call back or email: dapnyiv@yahoo.com 

  

 

https://connect.xfinity.com/appsuite/#
mailto:jryanretired@aol.com
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Hello Brothers and Sisters, 

 Oh Lord has it been hot. Not a lot of wheel time this month. We have had 
some extreme temps out there and I am sure the AC has been calling 
most of us. There’s not really a lot this month. Membership this month 
hasn’t really changed a lot. We stay in the same zone most of the time but 
I believe we have added one to our fold. . We have had flyers dropped at 
the break rooms of a number of police stations to see if we can drum up 
some more interested parties. All in all it's been quiet this month. We 
have a few more months of the heat then we will be getting some much 
needed relief. 

I hope you are all doing well. If there are any problems that we need to 
be aware of please let me or Patrick know in case we can help. With Pat-
rick so far south, if you need anything, even a set of hands, please feel 
free to call me 941-334-3338. We have a lot of elderly in our chapter so if 
you know of a need, please forward the info for us to follow up on.  We 
want to try to help where needed. 

I look forward to seeing yall at the meeting. Ride free and upright. 
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Virgo (August 23 - September 22) 

Virgo is historically represented by the goddess of wheat and agriculture, an association 
that speaks to Virgo’s deep-rooted presence in the material world. Virgos are logical, 
practical, and systematic in their approach to life. A perfectionist at heart and isn’t 
afraid to improve skills through diligent and consistent practice. 

Libra (September 23 - October 22)  

Libra is an air sign represented by the scales (interestingly, the only inanimate object of 
the zodiac), an association that reflects Libra's fixation on balance and harmony. Libra 
is obsessed with symmetry and strives to create equilibrium in all areas of life. Libras 
are noted for their desire to be in the company of others. Libras are extremely agreea-
ble and honest people who believe strongly in the importance of social connections. 
Libras are among the most fascinating and intelligent individuals on the planet, and 
they have a lot to give.  

(Office Hours 8:00 AM - 4:00 PM EST) 
38 Alden Street 

Bangor, ME, USA 04401 
Tel:  +1 (207) 947-4600 

 General E-Mail 
hq@blueknights.org 

 Sales E-Mail 
sales@blueknights.org 

 Membership E-Mail 
membership@blueknights.org 

renewals@blueknights.org 

 Public Relations Dept. E-Mail 
publicrelations@blueknights.org  

Recruitment and retention is all members job.... always wear you colors and promote our organization 

javascript:window.location.href%20=%20'mailto:'%20+%20['hq','blueknights.org'].join('@')
javascript:window.location.href%20=%20'mailto:'%20+%20['sales','blueknights.org'].join('@')
javascript:window.location.href%20=%20'mailto:'%20+%20['membership','blueknights.org'].join('@')
javascript:window.location.href%20=%20'mailto:'%20+%20['renewals','blueknights.org'].join('@')
javascript:window.location.href%20=%20'mailto:'%20+%20['publicrelations','blueknights.org'].join('@')


 

SICK AND DISTRESSED 
 
Please keep our sick and distressed members and their families in your thoughts and prayers. 

                                                        Jeffrey Longwell      

 

 Greeting Fellow Blue Knights, 

How to Pray for Law Enforcement, the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association  

Prayer is a personal discussion between you and the Lord.  

You can pray using words and thoughts from Scripture, here are some prayers that related to our profes-
sion as law enforcement officers, current and retired. How we can pray for a better outlook facing our na-
tion.  

1. Pray that God would open the hearts of law enforcement officers who are far from Him 
and draw them to Himself. Acts 16:14 •  

2. Suicide is rampant among law enforcement—in fact, these men and women are at high-
er risk of taking their own lives than people in any other profession. Pray that officers who 
are facing hopelessness would discover the hope of Jesus Christ. Psalm 40:1–3 •  

3. The rate of post-traumatic stress disorder and depression is five times higher among 
law enforcement than it is in the general population. These individuals regularly witness 
devastating violence. Ask God to heal their hearts along with those who work and live with 
them. 2 Thessalonians 3:3 •  

4. The number of police recruits continues to drop. Pray that the Lord would call young men and women 
who know Him, love Him, and follow Him to serve their communities in law enforcement. Ephesians 
4:1–3 •  

5. Pray for law enforcement leaders in departments all over our nation. Ask God to give them wisdom, 
strength, and guidance as they serve. 1 Chronicles 22:12 • 

6.  In recent years, police training programs have adapted to include new topics like de-escalation, men-
tal illness, and crowd control. Please pray for both new and seasoned officers as they learn how to 
best serve our communities. Psalm 21:11; 1 Kings 3:9 •  

7. While studies indicate that nearly 25% of police officers have experienced symptoms of depression, 
anxiety, or PTSD, only a fraction of them will ever seek help. Many say they are too embarrassed to 
ask. Please pray that God would help law enforcement leaders create a supportive work environment 
for officers. Colossians 3:1 
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Chaplain Jimmy Kirkpatrick 
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Meeting Call to Order:  by President Gibbons @ 7:10PM  

Pledge of Allegiance:  led by President Gibbons    

Invocation:  by President Gibbons    

Welcoming Remarks:  by President Gibbons. New member introduction.          

PRESIDENTS REPORT:  PATRICK GIBBONS  

• Manasota 9/11 Ride: Wed 9/11, Starts 4:00PM from Adrenaline HD, KSU 6:00PM. Ride ends at the Hot Sands 
Tiki Bar.  

• FL XVI Dinner Dance, Saturday 11/23/2004. Doors open at 5:00PM. Dinner at 6:00PM, Dance and prizes at 
7:00PM.  $30.00PP.  Only 75 tickets sold. 

• Chapter Christmas Party:  Saturday 12/7 at the Palm Aire Country Club. DJ, dancing reindeer games.           
$30 pp.  Friends and family welcome – the more the merrier. 

• Fundraiser Thunder by the Bay prize to be determined. Ticket prices to be discussed. 

 VICE PRESIDENTS REPORT:  JAMES THOMAS  N/A 

TREASURERS REPORT:  JOHN EMRICK    

• Accepted June treasurers report.  Motion Jim Thomas, 2nd Michael Klein, unanimously approved 

• Financial Position: All of the specific financial numbers will be available by request to our Treasurer. 

SECRETARY / WEBMASTER'S REPORT: DOMENIC CECCANECCHIO  N/A 

• Motion to accept June minutes Larry Cochran, 2nd Jim Thomas, unanimously approved. 

• Moving forward all meeting minutes will be delivered for your review in the monthly newsletter  

• There was no August newsletter published due to mechanical errors. 

SAFETY OFFICER: N/A  - looking for someone to fill vacancy 

CHAPLIN:   JAMES KIRKPATRICK: N/A   

SRC / INTERNATIONAL REPORT: 

See Newsletter for details. 

NEW BUSINESS :   New T-shirt designs in progress.  Price to be determined.  Purchases by order only. 

SICK AND DISTRESSED:   

          Please keep our sick and distressed members and their families in your thoughts and prayers. 

Jeffrey Longwell      

50-50 DRAWING:         Amount:  $40        Winner:  Michael Klein - $25 donated to club  

 MOTION TO ADJOURN: Time:  8:00PM, Motion: Jim Ryan, 2nd: Ralph Smith, Unanimous Approval    

  

NEXT SCHEDULED MEETING:  TUESDAY, September 3rd, 2024 

 

Submitted By:   Domenic Ceccanecchio, Secretary BK XVIII 
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EXECUTIVE BOARD 
Mike Shockley - Chairman 
Randy Hoagland - Vice-Chairman 
Bob Awtrey - International Rep 
Justin Hartley - Secretary 
Al Fryer - Treasurer 

The SRC region includes: 

Alabama            Bahamas 
Florida               Bermuda 
Georgia             Puerto Rico 
Louisiana          Virgin Islands 
Mississippi 
South Carolina 

NEWSLETTER:  https://srcknights.org/
SRC WEBSITE— https://srcknights.org/ 
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LABOR DAY FACTS 
1. The first U.S. Labor Day was celebrated on Tuesday, September 5, 1882 
in New York City, planned by the Central Labor Union.  The Labor Day parade of 
about 10,000 workers took unpaid leave and marched from City Hall past Union 
Square uptown to 42nd street, and ended in Wendel’s Elm Park at 92nd Street 
and 9th Avenue for a concert, speeches, and a picnic. 

2. Oregon was the first to declare Labor Day an official holiday in 1887. 

3. Labor Day is considered the ‘unofficial NFL season kickoff.’ 99.44 percent of the time, the 
NFL plays its first official season game the Thursday after Labor Day. 

4. The first Waffle house opened on Labor Day. In 1955, in Avondale Estates, GA, the very first 
Waffle House opened its doors to the public. 

5. What are we celebrating? The contributions and achievements of the 155 million men and 
women who are in the U.S. workforce. 

6. On June 28, 1894, Congress passed an act making the first Monday in September of each 
year a legal holiday in the District of Columbia and the territories. 
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https://pavingcrew.com/
https://www.adrenalinehd.com/


Hours: 11am - 9pm 
5231 University Pkwy , Sarasota 
(941) 841-9279  

WEBSITE:  https://mission-bbq.com  

S E P T E M B E R  2 0 2 4  

     Beverly Hills Dog 
 Premier Doggy Daycare 

    For tiny, small and medium sized dogs                
2030 Bispham Road Sarasota 34231 

                       941-822-0888 

         http://www.beverlyhillsdog.net 

        Concierge overnight care available 

https://www.restaurantji.com/fl/sarasota/mission-bbq-/#hours
https://www.restaurantji.com/fl/sarasota/mission-bbq-/map/
tel:(941)%20841-9279
https://mission-bbq.com/
https://www.beverlyhillsdog.net
http://www.beverlyhillsdog.net/
https://www.livingvogue.com/agent/Charles_Ratliff/8516084

