
 Greetings Brothers and Sisters, 
 
Spring has sprung and the northern 
states are getting ready to start the rid-
ing season. Us folks down on the sun 
coast are just riding as usual. With 
spring hitting  the sun coast we will be 
paying attention to the clouds and pack-
ing the rain gear. Always hydrate and 
protect yourself from the sun with a 
good sunblock and enjoy the spring 
rides with the longer days.  

Monday April 8th is the Multi Chapter 
Picnic at Highland Hammock State Park. 
FLXVI, FLXVII, and FLXVIII are hosting 
this event. The cost is $20 per person. 
This includes entry to the park, parking 
and a catered  lunch by Sonny’s BBQ. 
We will have 50/50S and chapter sales 
are welcomed. Best of all we get to hang 
out with our brothers and sisters from 
the best law enforcement motorcycle 
club in the world. This event is for every-
one bring the family and enjoy the day. 
Please RSVP By April 1st. I have tickets 
and will be collecting  $$ at our monthly 
meeting.  

Saturday April 20th will be the Thunder 
By The Bay Charity Ride. This is the re-
scheduled event ride that is being dedi-
cated in loving memory of Rory Mac-
Connell. We are leading and running this 
ride as usual however this year we need 
to make a huge showing and support the 
MacConnell family / our Blue Knights 
family.  

We will be giving our donation to the 
Suncoast Charities for Children when we 
end the ride and it would be great if we 
could have all our membership come out 
for the transfer of the check.  

I wish all our snowbird knights and 
friends a safe journey back north enjoy 
the summer see you in the late fall.  

 

BREAKFAST, LUNCH AND DINNERS WILL TAKE 
PLACE RAIN OR SHINE  RIDES ARE SUBJECT TO  

MOTHER NATURE ’S APPROVAL  

 

Tuesday 4/2 5:30PM 
Dine at the Shrine. Hot Sands Tiki Bar 600 N Beneva RD Sarasota. 
 

Tuesday 4/2 7:00PM 
Monthly membership meeting. 2nd fl Sahib Shriners 
600 N Beneva RD Sarasota. 
 

Saturday 4/6 9:00AM 
Arcadia Spring Bike Fest. Meet up at the WAWA 14510 SR70E and 
Lorraine rd. KSU 9:15AM. 
 

Monday 4/8  
Blue Knights Multi Chapter BBQ. 10:00AM at the WAWA 14510 
SR70E and Lorraine rd. KSU 10:15AM. If you prefer to head to the 
park by yourself the address is 5931 Hammock Dr Sebring FL 33870. 
The event starts at 12:00PM.   RSVP for the BBQ to PJGIB-
BY1969@comcast.net   I will have the tickets at the meeting for sale 
but I need the head count for the Food!      
 

Sunday 4/14 9:00AM 
Breakfast at Skillets 8635 S Tamiami Trail SRQ. Ride after breakfast.  

 
Wednesday 4/17 

Prime Rib Dinner to celebrate the anniversary of our 
incredible 2023 SRC event.   6:00pm at the Vicenza 
Hotel, Venice FL.  RSVP to President Gibbons by 
4/10 to PJGIBBY1969@COMCAST.NET by 4/10. 
 

Friday April 19th  
Shootout with Bobby G.” 9:00AM , at the Knight Trail 
Park 3445 Rustic Rd Nokomis 34275.  We can grab 
lunch afterwards.  If you are interested please 
email bgrotz2@yahoo.com  and if you would 
please copy President Gibbons at PJGIB-
BY1969@comcast.net    
  Rain date Friday April,16th  
 

Saturday 4/20 9:00AM 
Thunder By The Bay Charity Ride. Ride starts at Adrenaline Harley 
Davidson and ends at Adrenaline. We need help with the line up and 
running of this ride please come out for this event.. 
 
 

As always “Ride with Pride” 

Patrick Gibbons 
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Chapter Executive Board 

President ….. Patrick Gibbons 

Vice President …… James Thomas 

Treasurer …………. John Emrick 

Secretary …….Domenic Ceccanecchio 

Sergeant at Arms  ….  James Ryan   

 

Board of Directors 

Sid Jones / Past President 

Tracy Dunn 

Christopher Scardino 

 

Operations 

James Kirkpatrick / Chaplain 

Domenic Ceccanecchio / Webmaster 

Brian MacConnell / Quartermaster 

Vacant / Safety Officer 

Domenic Ceccanecchio / Newsletter 
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pjgibby1969@comcast.net

alexandjay1988@gmail.com 

dcc444@comcast.net

In the Chapter Market                   
Woodworking made to order. Tell me what you want, size, and spe-
cific wood (if requested) and I will make it.  
Very reasonable prices.  
Jim Ryan - 941-313-1363     jryanretired@aol.com  BK Florida XVIII 

            
 
2016 Harley Davidson FLSTFBS “Fatboy” All Black,  
25645 Miles.  Price - $ 17,000.00. Purchased from Rossiter’s HD Au-
gust 15, 2022 and has been garage kept everyday.  Price includes a 
brand new windshield still in the box, never opened. Contact John 
Emrick at 410-991-8161 (okay to leave a message) or 
mddre3077@aol.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sale 2008 Harley Softail 31K miles, asking $6,700  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VP Jim Thomas is getting rid of a motorcycle sliding stand for $50. 
Fits everything from an electric glide and smaller.  Makes fitting the 

bike into tight spaces easy.  
Give him a call if you want it.  941-334-3338

If interested email bgrotz2@yahoo.com

https://connect.xfinity.com/appsuite/#
mailto:jryanretired@aol.com
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Because of the hard work and dedication of our members under the leadership of 
President Gibbons, we ended the year with a surplus of funds. The SRC, Thunder by 
the Bay, our raffles and others provided enough income to fund our many charitable 
causes. This surplus has now been transferred to our Charity Bank Account for use 
to fund future events. Don't forget, our 50/50 raffle at the monthly meetings is used 
to fund our annual Christmas party so be sure and see Jim to purchase a ticket or 
two before each meeting. 

John Emrick 

Treasurer 

SAFETY MESSAGE >>>>>>>>>>>>> 
Every rider who participates in any type of 
group riding event should be aware of the 
hand signals the "Safety Officer" or "Road 
Captains" use. But it's not enough to know 
the signals and their meanings, all should 
be aware of when to use them. It is a safe 
practice for the following riders to see the 
signal, copy the signal so following riders 
are aware and then put both hands back on 
the handlebars. By "passing" the signal 
down the group everyone is aware of what 
the lead riders are seeing.  
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   Meeting Call to Order:  by President Gibbons @ 7:13PM  

                              In attendance:      Executive officers: 3      Officers:1        Members:14        Guests: 6    
Pledge of Allegiance:  led by President Gibbons    
Invocation:  by Jim Kirkpatrick 
Welcoming Remarks:  by President Gibbons.          
PRESIDENTS REPORT:  PATRICK GIBBONS  
• Thank you all who helped with the “Thunder by The Bay” from set up to breaking down. We had some decent weather on the 

front end but Saturday night and Sunday was a washout. We had to cancel the Sunday ride and all events wound up being can-
celed for Sunday by 11:00 AM.  

• I have been working with the Suncoast Charity for Children and Adrenaline Harley for a make-up ride.  The date is being nego-
tiated and will be announced as soon as possible. 

• Monday April 8th combined chapter BBQ at Highland Hammocks State Park.  I have Tickets for $20 a head. This includes entry 
and a bbq lunch from Sonny’s bbq. We will have a 50/50 to help with the bills to keep the ticket price down. We were unable to 
get a weekend date and went with the 8th ( Monday ) We didn’t want to run into the summer with the heat and storms also we 
are hopeful we will still have some snowbirds around to enjoy the day.    I need your RSVP and headcount by 4/1.  

VICE PRESIDENTS REPORT:  JAMES THOMAS N/A  

TREASURERS REPORT:  JOHN EMRICK    
Motion to accept February report:   Motion Bobby Grotz,  2nd Brian MacConnell ,  Unanimous Approval 

Financial Position:  Details were provided and are available to all members by contacting John Emrick 

SECRETARY / WEBMASTER'S REPORT: DOMENIC CECCANECCHIO  
Motion to accept February minutes:   Motion Brian MacConnell, 2nd  Ralph Smith, Unanimous Approval 
February Minutes have been posted on our website in the MEMBERS section.  Password 1234680 
March Newsletter has been posted on our website. 
The chapter activity calendar on our website lists all March activities  

SAFETY OFFICER:   Need volunteer to fill position. 

CHAPLIN:   JAMES KIRKPATRICK:   

SRC / INTERNATIONAL REPORT: 
50th Anniversary approaching.  See Newsletter for details. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:   

NEW BUSINESS :   
• The required deposit was made to Palm Aire Country Club for the Christmas Party  

• Brian MacConnell is looking into us partnering with Widows Sons to host a “Bike Night” at Shrine 

SICK AND DISTRESSED:   
          Please keep our sick and distressed members and their families in your thoughts and prayers. 

Jeffrey Longwell  Micheal Klein  John Chiusano   

50-50 DRAWING:         Amount:  $ 84                        Winner: Geri Buscemi, $ 42 donated back to club 

 MOTION TO ADJOURN: Time:  7:45PM,  Motion:  Brian MacConnell, 2nd: Tracy Dunn,   Unanimous Approval   

NEXT SCHEDULED MEETING:  TUESDAY, APRIL 2ND, 2024 

Submitted By:   Domenic Ceccanecchio 
Secretary BK XVIII 
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“Shootout with Bobby G.” 9:00AM , Friday April 19th 
at the Knight Trail Park 3445 Rustic Rd Nokomis 
34275.  We can grab lunch afterwards.  If you are 
interested please email bgrotz2@yahoo.com  and 
if you would please copy President Gibbons at 
PJGIBBY1969@comcast.net    
   Rain date Friday April,16th  

 

 

 

 
 

THE NEXT SCHEDULED MEETING IS 

7:00PM ON TUESDAY,  APRIL 2ND, 2024 

2ND FLOOR OF THE SAHIB SHRINE 

 600N BENEVA RD SARASOTA. 

 

COME OUT EARLY AND HAVE DINNER  
AND CHAT WITH YOUR BROTHER KNIGHTS 
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Executive Board 
Mike Shockley - Chairman 

Randy Hoagland - Vice-Chairman 

Bob Awtrey - International Rep 

Justin Hartley - Secretary 

Al Fryer - Treasurer 

The SRC region includes: 

Alabama            Bahamas 
Florida               Bermuda 
Georgia             Puerto Rico 
Louisiana          Virgin Islands 
Mississippi 
South Carolina 

NEWSLETTER:  https://srcknights.org/

SRC WEBSITE— https://srcknights.org/ 
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Aries (March 21 - April 19) 

The first sign of the zodiac, Aries loves to be number one. Naturally, this dynam-
ic fire sign is no stranger to competition. Bold and ambitious, Aries dives head-
first into even the most challenging situations—and they'll make sure they al-
ways come out on top!  

 

Taurus (March 21 - April 19) 

Taureans don't sweat the small stuff, and this means they're calming to be 
around. Taurus also knows how to have a good time, so they are fun and always-
up-for-it company. They love pleasure and indulgence, and are more than happy 
to indulge you too. They are soothing, stoic, chilled, and happy in their own 
skin.  

 

Hello Brothers and Sisters, 

Sitting here in a hospital bed literally taking an accounting of life.  I have traveled some well lit 
roads in life and have traversed some very dark pathways but I have always had family at the 
end. Now as I await heart surgery and once again place my care in the hands of God and the ar-
ticulate skills of my surgeons, I can say with no uncertainties that the past year and a half has 
brought me family in the form of brotherhood. Family are people who stand by you when 
you’re on those roads and check to make sure you’re ok. Family opens their arms and lets you 
know you’re not alone. Family brings you off of those dark pathways. If I don’t come out of this 
procedure today or tomorrow and I for some reason get taken home, I want to thank that family 
for being there when mine chose not to avail themselves. There are a few in our chapter and the 
BK world who stood by me when I couldn’t stand to be with myself. I feel I need to express my 
gratitude for the Blue Knights becoming a closer family to me than my own. Although the dark-
ness  has passed, I feel compelled to acknowledge that blood only makes you kin. Love and care 
make you family. If today I am taken from this earth, I hope my family of Knights know what 
they mean to me. Hopefully these words will not be my last entry. Most of you know I don’t 
have a lot to say until I do. Should these be my final  entry, please know I love my chapter and 
the family within it.  

Go with God and be safe. Love like tomorrow is being taken from you with notice.  
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Blue Knights International 
Law Enforcement Motorcycle Club 

50th Anniversary 

 

Date: July 21st – 26th, 2024 

Location: Sugarloaf Mountain Hotel & Conference Center 

  5092 Access Road 

  Carrabassett Valley, Maine 04947 

Phone: 1-800-843-5623 

HOTEL ROOM RESERVATIONS ARE FULL.  Condos are available.  Go to the Sugarloaf web 

page and go to the lodging link; you can then scroll through the various condo photos and de-

scriptions and choose what type you would like with the bed configuration you want. You will 

then need to call and they will take your information to make your reservation. Tell them 

what you want... If they do not have one available right away, they will take your info (type of 

condo, etc.) and put you on a wait list and call you when one is added to their inventory. 

 

Recruitment and retention is all members job.... always wear you colors and promote our organiza-
tion 

 

 

                SICK AND DISTRESSED 
 

Please keep our sick and distressed members and their families in your 
thoughts and prayers. 

                      Jeffrey Longwell Jim Kirkpatrick  John Chiusano    
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https://pavingcrew.com/
https://www.adrenalinehd.com/


Hours: 11am - 9pm 
5231 University Pkwy , Sarasota 
(941) 841-9279  

WEBSITE:  https://mission-bbq.com  

A P R I L  2 0 2 4  

     Beverly Hills Dog 
 Premier Doggy Daycare 

    For tiny, small and medium sized dogs                
2030 Bispham Road Sarasota 34231 

                       941-822-0888 

         http://www.beverlyhillsdog.net 

        Concierge overnight care available 

https://www.restaurantji.com/fl/sarasota/mission-bbq-/#hours
https://www.restaurantji.com/fl/sarasota/mission-bbq-/map/
tel:(941)%20841-9279
https://mission-bbq.com/
https://www.beverlyhillsdog.net
http://www.beverlyhillsdog.net/
https://www.livingvogue.com/agent/Charles_Ratliff/8516084

